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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the 
Sanitar7  Oonditions  and  Health  of  the  Denholme  Urban.  ^ 
Sanitary  District  with  tabular  returns  of  Vital  Statistic: 
for  the  year  1940. 


To  the  Denholme  Urban  District  Council. 


Thornton,' 

Bradford . 

Sep  terabar  ^1941 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Centlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your 
consideration  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of 
your  district,  along  with  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1940. 

cV 

Section  A.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  area.  \ 

Area  of  the  district  • 2536  acres. 

Rogistrar-Genernl ‘s  aatimnte  of  resident  population, mid  1940  - 2455 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  1940  according  to  the 

Rate  Book  903 

Rateable  Value  £1350'^^' 

sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £51  -4-3 


The  population  figures  show  a decrease  on  the  figures  for 
previous  years  recently. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS.  The  population  is  composed  almost 
entirely  of  the  thrifty  artisan  class  engaged  in  the  worsted  mills,  stone 
quarries,  and  on  the  farms  in  the  district,  and  also  in  neighbouring  towns 
as  wool  sorters,  warehousemen,  and  in  the  building  and  engineering  trades. 
No  unamiployment  exists. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male  Female 

Live  Births  (Total)  10  14 

(Legitimate)  10  13 

(Illegitimate)  0 1 

Still  Births-",  Leg!  ti  mate)  0 2 

(Illegitimate)  0 0 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  estimated  population 

Still  Birth  rate  0.8 

Live  Birth  rate 9.7 


Total 
24 
2 3 

1 

2 

0 


DEATHS*  Males  18.  Females  17.  Total  35. 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  estimated  resident  population  14.2. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  or  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Death  rate  of  infants  uner  one  year  of  age  (per  1000  births).  ...  125. 

There  were  3 deaths  under  1 year,  all  females. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  'vho oping  Cough,  Diarrhoea,  or  an3^  form 
of  Tuberculosis,  Diptheria;  almost  a third  of  the  deaths  were  due  to 
disease  of  the  heart. 

T'.vo  cases  of  death  from.  Cancer  were  notified  which  gives  a death  rate 
from  Cancer  of  0.8  per  1000. 


The  Ages 

at  death  are 

shewn  in 

the  following  table 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and  : 

under  5 ■■ 

5 and 
under  15 

i 15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and  over. 

3 

■ ! 

ni  1 ; 

nil  - 

1 

8 

1 

(2) 

Table  showing  age  groups  and  causes  of  death. 


Under 

1 and 

b and 

15  and 

25  a nd 

6 5 a nd 

Cause  of  death.  1 

year  , 

. under 

5 under 

15  under  25 

under  65 

0 ve  r . 

Prematurity. 

3 

_ 

- 

_ 

Cerebrocpinal  Fever. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Cancer  of  Stomach. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Cancer  of  Other  sit© 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 1 

Diabe te  s. 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Intraeraniel  ) 

Vascular  lesions.  ) 

“ 

“ 

" 

“ 

3 

Heart  Disease. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

7 

Bronchi  ti  s. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Pneumonia. 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Other  Digestive  Di  s . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Nephri tis . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Suicide. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

All  other  Forms. 

~ 

“ 

■ 

2 

7 

3SCTI0N  B.  P^CVI3irN3  FOP  HEALTH  3EPVICE3  FOP  THE  APEA . 

The  public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  consist  of  a 
part-ti:ne  medical  Officor  of  Health,  a Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  also  the 
Council's  surveyor.!  supplemented  by  the  School#  Hedical  Officers,  Health 
visitors,  and  ":eterinarp-  Officers  of  tde  ’Vest  Hiding  County  Council. 

All  arrangements  for  Hospital  treatment,  whetner'for  Fevers, 
.Small  Pox,  Tuberculosis,  Haternity,  puerperal,  or  gener-'^l  cases,  remain 
the  same  as  in  1S39,  and  the  same  applies  to  laboratory  Services. 

The  district  is  served  by  the  St.John  Ambulance  from  Bradford 
for  general  and  accident  cases.  In  road  accidents,  the  police  on  being 
informed,  will  call  the  Teighley  Police  Amibulance  or,  direct  communication 
may  be  made  to  the  chief  constable  at  Keighley  if  the  local  police  are 
not  available. 

Denholme  District  nursing  Association  continues  to  provide  the 
services  of  a capable  nurse,  who  is  a state-registered  nurse  holding  the 
certificate  of  the  Central  Hidwives  Board,  and  who  provides  efficient 
maternity  and  home  nursing  service. 

SECTICN  C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

~ ( 1 ) Ta ter.  T'ne  suppl5^  of  water  is  entirely  satisfactory  from  the 

reservoirs  of  the  Bradford  Corporation,  Springs  and  wella  in 
outlying  parts  still  give  a good  supply  where  it  is  needed. 

(2)  Sewage.  There  has  been  no  extension  during  19 4C,  and  the 
Southern  end  of  the  district  is  still  to  be  sewered. 


2 . Rivers  an 

3.  (1) 


Streams.  Cne  small  stream  remains  fairly  free  from  nollution. 


Privies  with  covered  middens. 

0 7 (2  Cher.ical 
closets.) 

85 

88 

''  ■'  open  " 

4 

4 

4 

Pail  or  Tub  Closets. 

47 

47 

47 

■’.’aste  "/a ter  Closets. 

20 

20 

21 

Fresh  'Vater  Closets. 

804 

801 

790 

(2)  Public  Cleansing-  The  scavenging  of  the  district  is  still 

carried  out  by  the  Council's  staff  in  a very  satisfactory  manner'; 
ashbins  and  pails  are  emptied  weekly,  and  privies  every  14  to 
21  days.  Trii  m.ethod  of  disposal  is  the  controlled  tipping  system 
except  in  a few  outlying  districts  where  old  o.uarries  are  used. 
The  refuse  is  collected  by  covered-in  dust-carts  and  conveyed  to 
the  tips. 

The  cost  of  scavenging  for  1940  was  £281. 
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(3) 


(3) 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area. 

The  following  is  a tabular  statem  ent  of  the  Sanitar3^ 
Inspections  for  nuisances  in  lf'4C  ...  ...  ... 

Nuisances  found  in  1940  ...  ...  ... 

Nuisances  in  hand  at  end  of  1939  ...  ...  ... 

Total  number  needing  abatement  ...  

Number  abated  during  1940.  ...  

Nuisances  outstanding  at  end  of  1940  

Informal  notices  served  ...  ... 

" " complied  with  ...  ...  ... 

No  Statutory  notices  or  summonses  were  served. 


Inspec  tions . 
451 
6 

nil 

6 

6 

nil 

6 

6 


(4)  Sho p s 41.  visits  were  .made  under  the  Shops  /.ct,  1934,  Section  10 
and  13(3)  and  no  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found. 

(5)  Smoke  Abatement.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  had  to  take  no  action 
as  these  regulations  are  somewhat  in  abeyance  in  war  conditions. 


4.  SCHOOLS.  There  is  one  public  elementary  school  in  the  district,  a well- 
lighted,  well  ventilated,  substantial!’/  built  stone  edifice,  with  a 
good  water  supply;  I have  visited  it  on  several  occasions  and  found  it 
to  be  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  The  health  of  the  scholars 
has  been  good.  .Voout  fort’,^  of  the  scholars  were  imm.unised  against 
Diphtheria. 


SECTION  D.  HOUSl:"^. 

The  total  numbers  of  houses  in  the  district  is  920  of  which  are  of  the 

working-class  t^/pe;  the  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the 

rate  book  at  the  end  of  1940  was  903.  Two  new  houses  were  completed  in 

School  Street. 

SECTION  S.  INbPTCTlON  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1.  Milk  Supply  There  are  56  cowsheds  in  the  district  with  an  average 
number  of  360  cows.  The  number  of  separate  cowkeepers  is  25;  the 
number  of  registered  milk  seller  is  10;  the  number  of  wholesale 
traders  is  15.  The  cowsheds  and  the  cows  are  frequently  inspected  by 
the  Sanitarj^  Inspector  and  the  County  Veterinary  Officer.  Two  farns 
have  licenses  for  production  of  ''accredited  Ililki'  The  structure  of 
the  cowsheds  is  generally'-  good,  the  sheds  kept  clean,  and  the  methods 
of  milking  satisfactory. 

2.  Meat  and  other  foods. There  are  4 private  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district,  of  which  3 are  licensed  and  1 registered. 

3.  Bakehouses . Tnere  are  3 in  the  district,  and  they  have  been  found 
satisfactory  on  inspection. 

SECTION  F.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  during  the  jec.r  are  shown 
in  the  following  table  


j Di s ea  s e . ] 

[Male.  Female. 

To  t^  1 . 

admitted  to  Hospital. 

jpneumionia. 

0 ■ ^ 

7 

- 

jSrysipeles . 

2 ; 1 

3 

1 

jScarlet  Fever. 

3 ! 4 

7 

1 ^ 

llvleasl  es . 

1 5 

1C 

1 

|?v!eningi  ti  3. 

1 1 1 ^ 

1 i 

I’f.TiOoping  Cough. 

^ L. 

9 , 

' 

No  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  reported. 

No  primiar;/  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  of  any  form  were  notified. 

Casas  of  Scabies  have  been  more  prevalent  and  a.re  dealt  with  by  the  local 
practitioners  successfully. 

I append  the  Statement  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.  Tables 
C and  D are  not  required  officially  at  present. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.W.  N.  Blackmo  r e . !,!.  T . , Ch . - . ,(Edui). 


